
 
 

NOTES 
USF Board of Trustees 

Academics and Campus Environment Committee  
August 25, 2016, 2:30 – 4:00 PM 

Marshall Student Center Room 3707 
 

Committee Members Present:  Stan Levy, Trustee and Chair; James Garey, Trustee; Stephanie Goforth, 
Trustee; Chris Griffin, Trustee: Byron Shinn, Trustee; Scott Hopes, Trustee; Judy Genshaft, President; 
Brian Lamb, Trustee and BOT Chair; Jennifer Lister, Faculty Liaison; Deanna Michael, Faculty Liaison; 
Judy Mitchell, USFSP Campus Board Liaison; Geoff Simon, Foundation Board Liaison; Gerard Solis, 
General Counsel; Ralph Wilcox, USF System Provost & Executive Vice President 

 
I. Call to Order and Comments 
 

Chair Stan Levy called the meeting to order at 2:32 PM.   
 
II. Public Comments Subject to USF Procedure 
 

Trustee Levy confirmed that no public comments had been received. 
 
III. New Business – Action Items 
 
 a. Approval of Minutes – May 19, 2016 
 
 A motion was made and seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 
 
 b. Tenure as a Condition of Employment (USF) 
 

Provost Ralph Wilcox presented the three USF candidates nominated for tenure, all of whom 
were tenured at their previous institutions, including Professor Kwang-Cheng Chen from the 
National Taiwan University. 

 
 A motion was made and seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 
 
 c. Tenure as a Condition of Employment (USFSP) 
 

Regional Chancellor Sophia Wisniewska presented the nomination of the new USFSP 
Regional Vice Chancellor Martin Tadlock for tenure as a condition of employment.  She 
reported that Dr. Tadlock was Professor of Education and Provost at his previous institution 
Bemidji State University.  Honors earned include the Innovation in Global Education Award 
from Minnesota State Colleges & Universities and the Clock Tower Award for Leadership, 
Dedication, and Initiative from Northeastern State University. 

 
 A motion was made and seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 
  
 d. Tenure as a Condition of Employment (USFSM) 
 

Regional Chancellor Sandra Stone presented as candidate the inaugural Dean of the College 
of Science & Mathematics, Dr. Paul Kirchman, who had been a tenured associate professor at 



Florida Atlantic University (FAU).  Dr. Kirchman was a founding member of FAU’s Harriet 
L. Wilkes Honors College, and held the position of Chair of Sciences & Mathematics since 
2005. 

 
  A motion was made and seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 
 
 e. 2015 SUS Equity Report 
 

Chief Diversity Officer Jose Hernandez used a Power Point presentation to review the 2015 
Florida Equity Report Annual Update, which is a requirement from the BOG for all State 
University System (SUS) institutions to ensure strict adherence to the provisions of the 
Florida Educational Equity Act (FEEA) and other state and federal legislation.  His review 
included student diversity in enrollment, student retention, graduation, comparisons to other 
institutions in bachelor’s degrees granted to Black and Hispanic students, faculty and 
managerial diversity, accomplishments such as the increased success of underrepresented 
students and the creation of new System positions to enhance diversity.  There was an 
extended discussion, including First Time in College (FTIC) enrollment trends, specifically 
relating to a downward trend in Black enrollment percentages. 

 
Trustee and BOT Chair Brian Lamb asked that an update and plan for action, including 
trends, 2016 data, geographic areas, and yield, be presented at the October 27th ACE 
Committee meeting.  A motion was made, with noted changes by Trustee Lamb, and 
seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 

    
 f. 2015-2016 Florida Institute of Oceanography Annual Report 

 
Director Bill Hogarth provided the 2015-2016 Florida Institute of Oceanography (FIO) 
Annual Report to the Committee, including budget summary and financial obligations, the 
field study program in Marine Biology offered throughout the SUS, collaborations with the 
Harte Research Institute (HRI) and the University National Oceanographic Laboratory 
System (UNOLS), and the Florida RESTORE Act Centers of Excellence Research Program 
for which he acknowledged the valuable assistance of General Counsel Gerard Solis.  He also 
reported that a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the University of Havana, 
Cuba is in progress.  Dr. Hogarth thanked President Genshaft and USF leadership for their 
progressive actions in making possible the replacement of the research vessel (R/V) Bellows, 
which is being constructed locally in Tarpon Springs and can be viewed live on the internet. 
 
Dr. Hogarth expressed his appreciation to all those who supported him during his tenure as 
director, particularly the USF Board of Trustees (BOT), President Genshaft, and Provost 
Wilcox.  Highlights of Dr. Hogarth’s career, including appointments by President Bush and 
Governor Crist, were met with acclamation.  The incoming director Phil Kramer was 
introduced and made brief remarks. 
 
A motion was made and seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 

 
 g. 2016-2021 USFSP Campus Development Agreement 
 
  Regional Chancellor Wisniewska introduced Regional Vice Chancellor Joe Trubacz to  
  explain the agreement which identifies the amount of development permitted by the City of  

St. Petersburg and reflects the services to be provided by the city to USFSP.  He briefly 
reviewed changes from the previous agreement set to expire on December 31, 2016, financial 
arrangements, and that no off-campus improvements are required to maintain the City’s 
adopted levels of service. 



 
A motion was made and seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 

 
 h. Textbook and Instructional Material Affordability Report 
 

Dean Todd Chavez made a presentation to describe the report on textbook affordability.  The 
report is in response to House Bill 7019, which was signed into law in April 2016, in 
reference to wide variance in costs and frequency of changes for textbooks and instructional 
materials in General Education and high enrollment courses.  Dr. Chavez reviewed the four 
main areas: identification of the maximum hypothetical value for wide cost variance; 
examination of the compliance rate for textbook posting prior to the start of classes; 
summarization of affordability initiatives which, since 2010, saved students across the USF 
System saved students $11,665,657; and review of policies and procedures relative to 
variance, selection processes, and adoption deadlines.  A discussion followed, including 
rental and digital options, next steps, and challanges.   
 
A motion was made and seconded.  Approved by all committee members present. 

 
IV. New Business – Information Items 

 
 a. Florida Center for Cybersecurity Annual Report 
  

Managing Director Sri Sridharan provided the annual report for the Florida Center for 
Cybersecurity (FC2), including the focus on workforce development, program degree 
pathways, Cyber academy for veterans, focused research areas, and a high level overview of 
FC2’s community engagement.  Members discussed, including a Cyber defense competition 
to enhance workforce preparedness, winning the Tampa Bay Technology Forum 2016 
Veteran Program Industry Achievement Award, and a nearly 100% post-graduation 
employment rate which was met with acclamation. 
 

 b. Fall 2016 Day One Enrollment Update for USF System 
 

Vice President Paul Dosal presented e-Profile statements for the USF System and for the 
three institutions, highlighting enrollment trends and showing enrollment data for the first day 
of classes, including student headcount, fundable student credit hours, and gross student 
credit hours for FTIC, graduate, and transfer students.  Dr. Dosal reported that the USF 
System reached over 49,000 students, the highest enrollment in its history.  Committee 
members asked for an expanded report, including diversity recruitment strategies, to be 
brought to the October 27, 2016 ACE Committee meeting. 

 
V. Adjournment 
 

Trustee Levy adjourned the meeting at 4:05 PM. 


	August 25, 2016, 2:30 – 4:00 PM

