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SECTION DESCRIPTIONS 

Below are a number of section descriptions for some of our English major courses. View the catalog to 

see catalog course descriptions and contact an advisor if you have questions or need advising. 

This bulletin is continuously updated as section descriptions come in, so check usf.edu/englishbulletin 

frequently for updates! 

 

 

 

CREATIVE WRITING 

INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING | KATRINA SANDEFER  

CRW 3013-001 | CRN 14772 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 250 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

The introduction to creative writing is a course for any student who wishes to learn how to build a 

healthy creative process. In this welcoming course, you will learn how to generate new writing, how to 

deal with doubt and procrastination, and how to revise and edit creative writing effectively. You’ll 

experiment with fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction and memoir, working from weekly prompts. You 

will read and respond to published work by diverse, lively contemporary authors, and bring your drafts 

to small peer groups for review. 

This course can be substituted for any one Form and Technique requirement. 

Catalog listing: CRW 3013  

INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING | TYLER BALKCOM 

CRW 3013-002 | CRN 14773 
Mondays & Wednesdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CIS 1023 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

A study of short narrative forms such as anecdotes, tales, character sketch, incident, monologue, 

epistolary story, and short story as they have been used in the development of fiction and as they exist 

today. 

Catalog listing: CRW 3013  

INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING | MARIA LOAIZA BONILLA 

CRW 3013-003 | CRN 14789 
Mondays & Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 

https://catalog.usf.edu/
https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/departments/english/undergraduate/advising.aspx
http://usf.edu/englishbulletin
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
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Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 124 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

A study of short narrative forms such as anecdotes, tales, character sketch, incident, monologue, 

epistolary story, and short story as they have been used in the development of fiction and as they exist 

today. 

Catalog listing: CRW 3013  

INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING | ALYSSA SOTELO 

CRW 3013-004 | CRN 18121 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, SOC 285 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

A study of short narrative forms such as anecdotes, tales, character sketch, incident, monologue, 

epistolary story, and short story as they have been used in the development of fiction and as they exist 

today. 

Catalog listing: CRW 3013  

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF FICTION | MICAH HICKS, PHD 

CRW 3111-001 | CRN 15068 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, SOC 317 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

In this course, students will examine the elements of the short story including plot, character, 

language, setting, and voice. We will wrestle with ideas of what a story ought to do and will write daily 

exercises experimenting with various techniques and tropes. Our discussions will be anchored by a mix 

of craft advice and single-author story collections. Students will write four focused exercises, one 

complete story, and one intensive revision. Toward the end of the semester, we will workshop student 

stories. 

Catalog Listing: CRW 3111  

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF FICTION | ANDREA FIGUEROA-IRIZARRY 

CRW 3111-002 | CRN 16414 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, EDU 161 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

Looking to become a stronger, more established storyteller through a wide range of fiction? Form and 

Technique of Fiction is a craft course that focuses on generating original work and studying established 

fiction writers. You’ll learn how different elements of fiction (scene, summary, dialogue) work 

together, and you will practice narrative techniques (imagery, tension, characterization) used to 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92637
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90275
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create effective writing. The forms and techniques presented in this course will enhance your writing 

skills across the board. If you choose to continue as a storyteller, you’ll have an excellent foundation. 

This course serves as a pre-requisite for Fiction I and II and Nonfiction I and II. 

Catalog Listing: CRW 3111  

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF FICTION | JESSICA GALLERIE 

CRW 3111-700 | CRN 16908 
Wednesdays 6:30 PM – 9:15 PM 
Distance Learning 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

How do we utilize surprising details in our writing? How can we continue to craft original work, 

whether it's realistic or science fiction?  

All writing makes the strange familiar and the familiar strange. In this craft class, we will explore the 

essential elements that make up short fiction. Through analysis, reading, and quick-paced writing 

experiments, we'll think outside of the box to condense and heighten the stakes of our stories. This 

course is open to all writers regardless of genre or experience! 

Catalog Listing: CRW 3111  

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF FICTION | DANIEL DYKIEL 

CRW 3111-701 | CRN 19718 
Thursdays 6:30 PM – 9:15 PM  
Distance Learning 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

A study of short narrative forms such as anecdotes, tales, character sketch, incident, monologue, 

epistolary story, and short story as they have been used in the development of fiction and as they exist 

today. 

Catalog Listing: CRW 3111  

FICTION I | JACOB WOLFF, MFA & PHD 

CRW 3112-001 | CRN 15071 
Mondays & Wednesdays 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 352 
 
CRW 3112-700 | CRN 19185 
Distance Learning 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

In this course, we will aim to improve our skills as readers and writers of fiction. Through close 

readings of published short stories, we will examine the choices made by the authors and experiment 

with a wide variety of techniques and styles in our own work. This class is first and foremost a 

workshop, meaning you will be reading the stories of your fellow students and then thoughtfully and 

constructively providing feedback on their work via both class discussion and written critique. Above 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90275
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90275
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90275
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90275
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90275
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all, the course aims to provide a rigorous and nurturing environment in which the primary goal is to 

make our writing better.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3112  

FICTION I | PAUL HANSEN, PHD 

CRW 3112-002 | CRN 15074 
Mondays & Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 349 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

Our objective in this course is to begin reading like writers and writing like readers. You will be doing 

close readings of published short stories to examine the different techniques fiction writers have at 

their disposal. We will look at stylistic choices and the technical movement of fiction. This course also 

has a workshop component in which you will be reading the stories of other students and providing 

constructive feedback. Above all else, our goal is to improve as writers. 

Catalog Listing: CRW 3112  

FICTION II | BRENDA PEYNADO, MFA & PHD 

CRW 3121-001 | CRN 14783 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 352 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

A fiction workshop that provides individual and peer guidance for the student's writing and which 

encourages the development of critical skills.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3121  

FICTION II | KAREN BROWN GONZALEZ, PHD 

CRW 3121-002 | CRN 15079 
Mondays & Wednesdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CIS 3074 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

Fiction writing, like any art, involves submersion. This workshop is designed to allow time to create 

original work and to collaborate with other writers to identify each piece’s challenges and direction in 

weekly workshop sessions. We’ll read the work of contemporary writers and practice their techniques 

in exercises, and discuss essays on craft that include scene, urgency, setting, modulation, style and 

revision.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3121  

FICTION II | JOHN FLEMING, PHD 

CRW 3121-003 | CRN 15080 
Mondays & Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 462 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90276
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90276
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90277
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90277
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SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

A fiction workshop that provides individual and peer guidance for the student's writing and which 

encourages the development of critical skills.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3121  

FICTION II | HEATHER JONES, MFA 

CRW 3121-601 | CRN 19059 
Mondays & Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF St. Petersburg Campus, DAV 261 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

A fiction workshop that provides individual and peer guidance for the student's writing and which 

encourages the development of critical skills.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3121 

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF NONFICTION | ANN-ELIZABETH CAPUTO 

CRW 3211-700 | CRN 16589 
Mondays 6:30 PM – 9:15 PM 
Distance Learning 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

In this course, we will read multiple forms of nonfiction—from flash memoir to the craft essay, from 

place writing to list narrative. Using the techniques of fiction, you will write true stories from your life 

while developing a personal style and voice. We will dive into memoir, essay, researched essay, micro-

memoir, braided essays, nature writing, and writing about place. WE WILL EXAMINE MENTOR TEXTS 

from Cheryl Strayed, Ross Gay, Hanif Abdurraqib, and Lidia Yuknavitch to name a few, and mine these 

texts for their successful writing strategies.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3211  

NONFICTION I | JULIA KOETS, MFA & PHD 

CRW 3212-001 | CRN 19182 
Mondays & Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1300 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

“The camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a camera,” wrote documentary 

photographer Dorothea Lange.  

In this section of Nonfiction I: Writing Stories with Photographs, we’ll use cameras and photographs to 

teach us how to craft our scenes with vivid details, zoom in on our characters and settings, and frame 

our stories effectively. Like a photograph, a good story is as much about what you decide to include 

within the frame as what you leave out of it. In creative nonfiction, writers use craft techniques from 

fiction and poetry to write true stories, so writers from all genres are encouraged to sign up for this 

creative writing course. 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90277
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90277
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=93080
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Catalog Listing: CRW 3212  

NONFICTION I | HEATHER JONES, MFA 

CRW 3212-601 | CRN 19253 
Mondays & Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF St. Petersburg Campus, DAV 259 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 

An examination of the diverse strategies employed in the forms of nonfiction, including but not limited 

to memoir, essay, researched essay, micro-memoir, braided essays, nature writing, food writing, 

writing about place, and/or literary journalism.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3212   

NONFICTION II | AJIBOLA TOLASE, MFA 

CRW 3221-001 | CRN 16839 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 2200 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

“I'm interested in directing movies about situations that I've lived, so they are almost a personal essay 

about what I've come to believe in.”—Jodie Foster. 

Think about your life and the subjects you hold dear. Think about how these subjects are informed by 

your experiences and the information you have about them. This is the essence of creative nonfiction: 

viewpoints filtered through the lens of your own personal experience or illuminated by curiosity and 

research. How do we tell the truth when our sense of the truth is always changing? By constantly 

reflecting on the complexity of the characters in all our stories. In this class we will study the works of 

other writers to see how they write themselves into the story. We will work towards developing a 

compelling narrative voice which will transform our stories and experiences into art. 

Catalog Listing: CRW 3221 - UPDATE 

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF POETRY | ELIZABETH POTTINGER 

CRW 3311-001 | CRN 14777 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 354 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

An examination of the techniques employed in fixed forms from the couplet through the sonnet to such 

various forms as the Rondel, ballad, villanelle, sestina, etc. Principles in the narrative, dramatic, and 

lyric modes are also explored.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3311 

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF POETRY | DEREK ROBBINS, MFA & PHD 

CRW 3311-002 | CRN 14778 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 250 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=93048
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=93048
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=81593
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77889
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SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

An examination of the techniques employed in fixed forms from the couplet through the sonnet to such 

various forms as the Rondel, ballad, villanelle, sestina, etc. Principles in the narrative, dramatic, and 

lyric modes are also explored.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3311 

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF POETRY | ALEX RIVERA 

CRW 3311-700 | CRN 14758 
Mondays 6:30 PM – 9:15 PM 
Distance Learning 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

Form and Technique of Poetry focuses on generating original work by the course participants and the 

study of work of established poets. You’ll learn the history of various poetic forms (sonnet, ghazal, 

villanelle, etc.) and practice core writing techniques (imagery, metaphor, sound, etc.) used to create 

effective poetry. The forms and techniques presented in this course will enhance your writing skills 

across the board. If you choose to continue as a poet/creative writer, you’ll have an excellent 

foundation. This course serves as a pre-requisite for Poetry I and Nonfiction I.  

In this course, you will become:  

1) a more clear, concise writer  

2) better able to detect nuance in complex texts  

3) increasingly comfortable tolerating ambiguity, holding contradiction, and discerning subtle layers of 

meaning  

Each week you will read and analyze published poems, and you will write original poetry in order to 

practice techniques.  All are welcome in this supportive, introductory creative writing course. No prior 

poetry experience is expected or required.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3311 

FORM & TECHNIQUE OF POETRY | RYAN CHENG 

CRW 3311-701 | CRN 19187 
Thursdays 6:30 PM – 9:15 PM 
Distance Learning 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

An examination of the techniques employed in fixed forms from the couplet through the sonnet to such 

various forms as the Rondel, ballad, villanelle, sestina, etc. Principles in the narrative, dramatic, and 

lyric modes are also explored. 

Catalog Listing: CRW 3311 

POETRY I | ELIZABETH KICAK, MFA 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77889
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77889
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77889
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CRW 3312-001 | CRN 14779 
Mondays & Wednesdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 462 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

An introduction to poetry writing utilizing writing exercises employing poetic language and devices; the 

exercises progress to the writing of both rhymed and unrhymed metrical and non-metrical forms.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3312 

POETRY I | DEREK ROBBINS, MFA & PHD 

CRW 3312-002 | CRN 14780 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 252 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

An introduction to poetry writing utilizing writing exercises employing poetic language and devices; the 

exercises progress to the writing of both rhymed and unrhymed metrical and non-metrical forms.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3312  

POETRY II | AJIBOLA TOLASE, MFA 

CRW 3321-001 | CRN 14782 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 353 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

Poetry II is an advanced poetry workshop. This course will build on your foundational knowledge of 

poetry. The course is divided in two parts that will run concurrently. In the first part, we will study 

craft elements (form, image, and voice) with examples from craft text. In the other, we will workshop 

the poems of class participants. Our conversations around the poems of established poets will be 

practice for class workshops. In our discussion of class texts, we will examine the influence of personal 

and social events on writing. Through this course students will see that our lives and times are material 

enough for poetry, and we will enjoy the pleasures of reading and writing poetry together.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 3321   

WRITING FOR ANIMATION | JAROD ROSELLÓ, PHD 

CRW 4930-002 | CRN 15175 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 124 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

The focus of the course will be governed by student demand and instructor interest. Topics to be 

covered may include writing literary essays, writing in mixed genres, and utilizing popular conventions 

in serious works. May be taken twice for credit with different topics.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 4930 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77890
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77890
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77894
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77894
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PLAYWRITING | MARK LEIB, MFA 

CRW 4930-002 | CRN 15182 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, SOC 384 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will introduce the art of playwriting to students who would like to see their work on 

national or local stages. Taught by Assistant Professor of Instruction Mark E. Leib, whose play “When 

the Righteous Triumph” will appear at Tampa’s Straz Center for the Performing Arts in March, 2025, 

the course will show students how to use dialogue and stage directions to create characters involved in 

conflict, cooperation, love and hate, social issues, and moral problems. The professor will show videos 

of famous plays in order to illustrate concepts covered by the course, and students will have an 

opportunity to hear their plays acted in class. Whether you’re a writer of stories, novels, or movies, 

the art of playwriting will help you develop excellent dialogue and moving plots. Next stop: Broadway.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 4930 

WRITING SPECULATIVE FICTION | KAREN BROWN GONZALEZ, PHD 

CRW 4930-004 | CRN 15188 
Mondays & Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1309 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

In this writing workshop we will focus on speculative fiction—literature that includes literary fiction 

with fantastical elements, hard science fiction, epic fantasy, ghost stories, horror, folk and fairy tales, 

slipstream, magical realism and modern mythmaking. We will examine the structures and parameters 

of the genres, subgenres, and cross genres that represent this literature through close reading of 

contemporary novels and short stories by exciting new voices. As a workshop, the focus will be on the 

production of original fiction. This course will allow you to explore the magical and strange, to ask, 

“What if?” and invent alternatives, and to research markets for publication of your work.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 4930 

POETRY AND THE ARCHIVE | NATALIE SCENTERS-ZAPICO, MFA 

CRW 4930-005 | CRN 15191 
Mondays & Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CIS 3074 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

Catalog Listing: CRW 4930 

FLASH NONFICTION | HEATHER SELLERS, PHD 

CRW 4930-006 | CRN 18202 
Tuesdays 5:00 PM – 7:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, EDU 257 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77894
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77894
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77894
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Discover the art of flash nonfiction— 

short, vivid, impactful true stories drawn from real life. 

This course teaches you to craft concise and powerful narratives, providing excellent training for a 

wide variety of applications in professional and creative spheres. No previous nonfiction experience 

required. 

Flash Nonfiction utilizes techniques from fiction writing (plot, setting, characterization, scene, 

dialogue) and combined with basic poetic strategies (sound work, pattern, image, metaphor, form) to 

create lively, original stories that just so happen to be completely true. 

You will emerge from this class a better writer, a more skillful storyteller, with a greater appreciation 

for the sound and flow of words. 

Course Structure Each week, we will read example flash pieces and you will receive a writing prompt 

(usually there are multiple options). You’ll get feedback on each piece and you’ll learn new techniques 

for revision that actually work!  

Catalog Listing: CRW 4930 

WRITING THE NOVEL | MICAH HICKS, PHD 

CRW 4930-007 | CRN 19720 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 120 
 
SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 

In this course, students will endeavor to draft a novel. The class will focus on intensive, marathon 

writing with weekly word count goals. Students will begin by choosing a model novel as their guiding 

star, articulating what techniques they want to borrow and what elements they will make new. We will 

look at ways authors organize and outline such a big project, borrowing some useful tricks from 

screenwriting. Through discussion, we will express the difficulties of novel writing and try to help one 

another find a path when we get lost. Later in the course, we will workshop partial drafts. Mostly, we 

will write.  

Catalog Listing: CRW 4930 

 

  

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=19&coid=77894
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ENGLISH (GENERAL) 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY METHODOLOGY | CYNTHIA PATTERSON, MA & PHD 

ENG 3014-700 | CRN 19091 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

In this iteration of ENG 3014 you will: 1) learn the basics of literary research using the USF Libraries 

resources; 2) read, research, and discuss The Nickel Boys (2019) by Colson Whitehead; 3) choose a 

Professionalization Project that allows you to explore the world of work with an English degree 

(informational interview; company or graduate program analysis; 30 job ads analysis, customized 

resume/cover letter); 4) learn how to leverage Generative AI tools used for personal and professional 

purposes. 

Catalog Listing: ENG 3014  

 FILM & CULTURE | PHILLIP SIPIORA, PHD 

ENG 3674-700 | CRN 17391 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course will examine various films by significant filmmakers, especially those films that illustrate 

popular culture(s). We will consider different perspectives of popular culture according to shifts in 

cultural and intellectual assumptions over time that are represented in the cinematic tradition. Our 

class time will be spent viewing films and discussing cinema as well as discussing their development 

and importance, with particular attention paid to discussing various ways of "reading" films in terms of 

the ways they reflect popular culture. Careful reading of the textbook is essential to success in the 

course.  

Objectives of the course include: (1) a better understanding of popular culture through the art of film, 

(2) an improved ability to think and write analytically and evaluatively, and (3) an acquired knowledge 

of film history and cinematic techniques. At the conclusion of the course, outcomes and goals include 

the ability to write articulately and persuasively about your understanding of film as an important 

popular art, especially as film relates to the representation of diverse cultural practices and 

experiences.  

Catalog Listing: ENG 3674  

LITERARY CRITICISM | LISA STARKS, MA & PHD 

ENG 4013-791 | CRN 16441 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course could be subtitled, "Everything you ever wanted to know about literary interpretation but 

were afraid to ask." In this course, we will have a chance to explore significant questions, issues, and 

problems of literary interpretation through close readings of theoretical and critical texts that have 

shaped contemporary approaches to literature and applications of these readings to relevant literary 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90297
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90297
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90299
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90299


FALL 2024 | ENGLISH UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN P A G E  | 1 5  

  
 

  

Listings & descriptions subject to change. View the catalog to see catalog course listings and contact advising if you 
have questions or need assistance. 

 

examples. This course will be engaging and stimulating for anyone who studies literature because it 

provides the opportunity to discuss and reflect on important questions about literary interpretation, 

meaning, perspective, and relevance that any reader or teacher of literature faces today. We’ll learn 

through readings, discussions, activity assignments (with writing, research, and creative options), 

reading comprehension quizzes, two essay tests, and an individual project. 

Catalog Listing: ENG 4013  

DIRECTED READING | WILL FORDE-MAZRUI, MA 

ENG 4907-791 | CRN 16441 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course will introduce students to both writing consultation practices and research into writing 

processes including the nature of academic writing, writing in the disciplines, and how writers from 

diverse populations may approach writing differently. This course will also focus on professional 

development and best practices of writing consultation through working directly with other people (in 

pairs and small groups).  

Catalog Listing: ENG 4907  

SENIOR LITERATURE SEMINAR | SUSAN MOONEY, PHD 

ENG 4934-001 | CRN 16312 
Mondays & Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 257 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

“The whole world is a work of art”: World Modernism and Legacies 

In her autobiographical work Moments of Being, Virginia Woolf writes, “Behind the cotton wool is 

hidden a pattern; that we—I mean all human beings—are connected with this; that the whole world is a 

work of art; that we are parts of the work of art." The interconnectedness of art in our world and our 

world in art was a belief to reverberate through an array of modernist writers and their works. 

The time around 1922 marked the peak of modernism with the appearance of landmark texts by Marcel 

Proust, Franz Kafka, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, Katherine Mansfield, Gertrude Stein, T.S. Eliot, Jean 

Toomer, Tanizaki Jun’ichirō, and Luigi Pirandello, to mention a few. We will explore selections from 

these writers, and consider what defines modernism, exploring more deeply the idea of 

interconnection between art and the world, and what marks modernism’s historical span. We will dip 

into some earlier works and writers of the late 1890s and early 1900s that mark modernist beginnings 

(such as August Strindberg’s The Ghost Sonata; Guillaume Apollinaire’s Alcools) through to late 

modernism as exemplified in mid-century works by writers such as Samuel Beckett, Jean Rhys, Zora 

Neale Hurston, Juan Rulfo, and Luisa Valenzuela. 

Finally, we’ll burst into the contemporary scene and consider two works as legacies of Woolf and 

modernism. The first is ‘Of One Woman or So by Olivia N’Gowfri,’ a novella that Black British multi-

media artist Kabe Wilson created in 2014 by resequencing every word in Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own; 

and the second is the novel LOTE, Shola von Reinhold’s 2020 narrative about the “Bright Young Things” 

of the wider Bloomsbury circle, in which dark academia meets Black trans joy. 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90300
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90304
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As we compare “slices” of cultural history and texts, we will discover important trends, displacements, 

and movements in the arts and literature. The years that produced modern masterpieces saw the 

emergence of a modern classicism, a development ushering in the mixture of the new and tradition 

that has become the hallmark of modernism, thus turning it into our own classicism while anticipating 

what has been called “postmodernism.” 

This is a capstone course for English majors (Literature concentration) and is certified as a “High 

Impact Practices” course for General Education. 

Catalog Listing: ENG 4934  

HONORS SEMINAR II | SUSAN MOONEY, PHD 

ENG 4936-001 | CRN 14596 
Mondays & Wednesdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 257 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Experiment This!: The Irish Dramatic Revival, 1890s-1930s. 

The Irish Dramatic Revival redefined Irish theatre and saw the birth of Ireland's national theatre, the 

Abbey, in 1904. After sampling some influential precursors as Boucicault and Wilde, we will examine 

the role of Yeats as both founder and playwright, the one who aimed to set the agenda until his death 

in 1939. Meanwhile, each of the major playwrights of the movement offered their own 

experimentations: Synge; Lady Gregory; Shaw; O’Casey; Manning; O’Leary. This fermentation has led 

to a theatre that not only spoke (and speaks) to an Irish audience but a world one. 

 

We will explore Synge's innovations (The Well of Saints [1905]; Playboy of the Western World [1907]) in 

the creation of a modernist Irish drama, and recognize Lady Gregory not only as a co-founder and 

director of the Abbey Theatre, but also as a significant playwright. George Bernard Shaw, usually 

omitted from the Revival, will be taken into account in our study, especially in terms of his play John 

Bull’s Other Island (1904), that was at first scheduled to debut at the Abbey. Moving to the 1920s, Sean 

O’Casey’s ground-breaking Dublin plays will be considered, especially The Plough and the Stars (1926). 

The course includes the new Irish modernism of the 1920s and ‘30s, with the founding of the Gate 

Theatre (founded in 1928) in Dublin and other venues offering alternatives to the Abbey’s increasingly 

limited and nationalist position. 

Students will discover how Irish women playwrights of this period, such as Mary Manning (Youth's the 

Season--? [1931]; a critical success at the Gate Theatre) and Margaret O’Leary (The Woman [1929, 

premiering at the Abbey to acclaim]), create alternative narratives and characterizations of freedom 

and resistance, in opposition to an increasingly entrenched conservatism of the Free State. 

The course concludes by considering the legacies of this explosive period of Irish drama, later fueling 

the experimental drama of subsequent 20C and contemporary playwrights beyond Ireland’s borders, 

such as Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun (1959) and (Irish) Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for 

Godot and Endgame (their English-language debuts in London in 1955 and 1957, respectively; Beckett’s 

works were banned in Ireland by that time). 

Catalog Listing: ENG 4936  

TRADITIONAL ENGLISH GRAMMAR | JOY KWON, PHD 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92653
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90306
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LIN 4671-001 | CRN 14596 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 Am 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1402 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Make the invisible visible! In this course, we will explore the English language, demystify grammar rules 

(that might have been haunting you), and become more confident and effective writers. Over the 

semester, you’ll be able to identify parts of words/sentences and apply linguistic terminology to 

analyze the structure of English. You know what? You as an English speaker already have this 

knowledge in your mind—now, let’s make it shine. 

Catalog Listing: LIN 4671  

 

  

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90326
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LITERATURE 

AMERICAN LITERATURE FROM 1860 TO 1912 | LINDSEY KURZ, PHD 

AML 3032-001 | CRN 19087 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 251 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course provides an in-depth exploration of American literature from the period of 1860 to 1912, a 

time of profound social, cultural, and literary transformation. Students will engage with an array of 

literary works, including novels, short stories, essays, and poetry, in order to understand the evolution 

of American literature during this era. The course will examine how literature both reflected and 

influenced shifts in society, politics, and artistic movements that characterized the late 19th and early 

20th centuries. 

Catalog Listing: AML 3032  

AMERICAN LITERATURE FROM 1860 TO 1912 | VALERIE LIPSCOMB, PHD 

AML 3032-521 | CRN 18765 
Thursdays 2:00 PM – 4:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Sarasota-Manatee Campus, SMC B336 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

A survey of American literature from 1860-1912, when realism was a major aesthetic movement. We'll 

study such greats as Twain, Wharton, Du Bois, Whitman, and Dickinson. 

Catalog Listing: AML 3032  

AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE | KRISTIN ALLUKIAN, PHD 

AML 3604-691 | CRN 19088 
Mondays & Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 125 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

"Quiet as it's kept,” Frances Smith Foster writes, “black women have been recording and influencing 

American history since their earliest arrival upon these shores” (Written by Herself). Early African 

American women writers touched on a range of issues that we still talk about today: romance and 

relationships, gender and labor, sentimentalism and domesticity, and social and political activism, to 

name a few. In this class, we will read some of these early recordings and think about how they 

influenced and continue to influence American history and American literature. Our readings of literary 

texts will be supplemented by art, film, and television. 

Catalog Listing: AML 3604  

NATIVE AMERICAN LITERATURE & FILM | QUYNH NHU LE, PHD 

AML 3641-001 | CRN 19089 
Mondays & Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 350 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90263
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90263
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90266
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SECTION DESCRIPTION 

A survey of Native American literature and films written and produced from the 1960s to the present. It 

will emphasize the cultural and political contexts out of which these productions emerge by analyzing 

political cartoons, articles, discourses, etc. 

Catalog Listing: AML 3641  

AMERICAN LITERARY MOVEMENTS & GENRES  | JULIE BUCKNER ARMSTRONG, PHD 

AML 4931-691 | CRN 19062 
Thursdays 6:30 PM – 9:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF St. Petersburg Campus, DAV 264 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course introduces students to the process of creating a literary anthology, drawing on the work of 

Florida Literature (2 volumes) edited by Julie Buckner Armstrong, Thomas Hallock, and Benjamin 

Brothers and forthcoming with University Press of Florida. The book collects a sampling of literary texts 

written from and about Florida. The editors intend for it to be a definitive volume of the state’s 

literary production. Its focus will therefore be multi-genre, including poetry, drama, fiction, and non-

fiction prose. It will cover a long literary history, from sixteenth-century European exploration to the 

present. And, perhaps most important, the book will reflect the rich, multicultural heritage of a state 

that sits at the intersection of multiple literary traditions, including those of the U.S. South, the 

Caribbean, Latin America, and the Black Atlantic. Students in this course will “test-drive” the 

anthology draft to evaluate its selections, pedagogical uses, and reader appeal. 

Catalog Listing: AML 4931  

STUDIES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE & CULTURE: NATURE WRITING | THOMAS HALLOCK, MA 

& PHD 

AML 4933-601 | CRN 16578 
Thursdays 2:00 PM – 4:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF St. Petersburg Campus, DAV 264 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course examines a particular topic or theme, varying with individual selection, in the American 

literary tradition. 

Prerequisite(s): ENC 1102. 

Catalog Listing: AML 4933  

STUDIES IN 17TH & 18TH CENTURY BRITISH LITERATURE | JESSICA COOK, MA & PHD 

ENL 3016-002 | CRN 16310 
Mondays & Wednesdays 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 122 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90268
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90268
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92635
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92635
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92560
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92560
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The “Golden Age of Piracy,” a period of time from roughly the 1650’s through 1730’s, has left an indelible 

mark on literature and popular culture: from the 17th and 18th centuries through today, pirates have been 

both romanticized and vilified in tales that alternately celebrate and condemn their sense of adventure, 

opportunism, and lawlessness. Piracy in the North Atlantic and Indian Oceans arose at the same time as 

British and European colonial expansion in the Americas and Caribbean, connecting piracy with larger 

conversations around maritime exploration and imperial greed in this era. In this course, we’ll examine 

cultural representations of this Golden Age of piracy from their immediate context in the late 17th and 

early 18th centuries alongside later works of historical fiction, including Robert Louis Stevenson’s 

Treasure Island and the HBO TV series Our Flag Means Death, set during the same time period. Along 

the way, we’ll meet iconic pirates like Blackbeard, Stede Bonnet, and Anne Bonny, and we’ll explore how 

pirates have become rich cultural figures for critiquing historical representations of gender, sexuality, 

race, and colonialism. 

Catalog Listing: ENL 3016  

BRITISH LITERATURE 1900 - 1945 | VALERIE LIPSCOMB, PHD 

ENL 3273-521 | CRN 19778 
Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 4:45 PM  
Class Lecture | USF Sarasota-Manatee Campus, SMC A203B 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

A survey of British literature from 1900 through World War II, when modernist experimentation 

reigned. We'll read such titans as Woolf, Yeats, Shaw, Joyce, and Eliot. 

Catalog Listing: ENL 3273  

SHAKESPEARE | TIMOTHY TURNER, MA & PHD 

ENL 3333-591 | CRN 18767 
Tuesdays 6:30 PM – 9:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Sarasota-Manatee Campus, SMC A217 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course will survey selected poetry and plays by William Shakespeare, including an introduction to 

Shakespeare's writing process; the relationship between his scripts and their performance and 

publication history; original and modern staging practices; and the adaptation of his plays as films. Our 

approach to this work will be informed by the major critical issues driving Shakespeare studies today, 

including sex, gender, sexuality, and race. Student assignments may include both traditional work, 

such as quizzes, close readings, and research writing, and/or more creative opportunities, such as 

performances or short films.  

To enroll, students must be able to attend this course in person on the Sarasota campus. 

Catalog Listing: ENL 3333  

CHAUCER | NICOLE GUENTHER DISCENZA, PHD 

ENL 4311-001 | CRN 19082 
Mondays & Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1403 
 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90310
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90314
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92657
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SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Tabard Inn to Canterbury Cathedral,  

poet pilgrims competing for free picks,  

Chaucer Tales, track by track, here’s the remix  

from below-the-belt base to the topnotch 

—Patience Agbabi, “Prologue (Grime Mix), Harry ‘Bells’ Bailey,” Telling Tales 

Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales has long been central to canons of English literature. Many have 

celebrated it for its inclusivity: characters include men and women from all classes; Christians, Jews, 

and Muslims; even a man who eludes heteronormativity. Yet stereotypes abound, including racist and 

misogynistic tropes. Chaucer’s text simultaneously offers a literary bounty and poses problems for 

readers. 

Patience Agbabi’s 2014 Telling Tales also offers a cornucopia of characters in a rich variety of forms. 

Her work demonstrates both how Chaucer can speak to us today and how a gifted poet can rethink 

imbalances in a medieval text. She creates her own memorable characters and narratives while picking 

up themes from Chaucer and continuing his play with form, genre, and words. 

In this course, you will learn to read Middle English, become familiar with several different genres and 

forms of medieval literature, and learn about life in later medieval England. You also will encounter a 

contemporary British poet with a very different vision of England and see how poetry can give voice to 

many different figures and experiences. The course will culminate in a research project with options 

for a creative project, a traditional research essay, a website, or a podcast.   

No prior experience with Middle English is needed. 

English Honors students looking for an Honors Connected Course should contact the professor at 

ndiscenza@usf.edu. 

Catalog Listing: ENL 4311 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: AESTHETICS OF AMERICAN GOTHIC LITERATURE | 

BENJAMIN BROTHERS 

LIT 2000-001 | CRN 14434 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1304 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

The American Gothic literary canon is rife with hauntings, paranoia, perversion, and familial 

dissolution, among other assorted hardships and miseries. The authors who have shaped this genre hail 

from Revolutionary-era New England, the twentieth-century South, and the contemporary Midwest. 

The past two-plus centuries have given rise to distinct, regional interpretations of the Gothic. This 

class explores the development of American Gothic literature from its colonial roots up to its modern 

manifestations with the goal of distinguishing the defining aesthetic traits of the Gothic across each of 

these time periods and geographic locales, culminating in a firm understanding of each of these 

particular Gothic subgenres as well as their impact on our contemporary perspective of the genre as a 

whole and how these works inform our understanding of the cultural practices of these distinct periods 

and regions. 

mailto:ndiscenza@usf.edu
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90323
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Catalog Listing: LIT 2000  

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: APOCALYPTIC NARRATIVES OF PLAGUE AND PANDEMIC: 

DEATH, DISEASE, CONTAGION, AND CONFINEMENT | EVGUENIA DAVENPORT 

LIT 2000-002 | CRN 14435 
Mondays & Wednesdays 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1304 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This individual section of LIT 2000 is dedicated to "Apocalyptic Narratives of Plague and Pandemic: 

Death, Disease, Contagion, and Confinement” in literature. Themes of disease, death, fear, pestilence, 

and plague have dominated literature for centuries. Plague arrived in Europe in 1347, and by 1400 this 

“Black Death” had diminished Europe’s total population by at least half. These events produced an 

array of pestilence narratives which helped to establish the cannon of plague literature. These 

narratives reveal how outbreaks of catastrophic disease have affected humankind throughout history. 

They reflect our longstanding cultural and literary fascination with the idea of diseases and pandemics, 

real or imagined. This course examines popular apocalyptic narratives of death, fear, plague, 

contagion, and confinement to discover what feeds humanity’s everlasting obsession and fear of 

pandemic, death, and disease. We will use our course readings to evaluate what is plaguing our minds 

and what contemporary societal issues and “illnesses" keep ravaging our communities and our lives. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: LITERATURE OF WAR | LIDIANA RIOS BARRETO 

LIT 2000-003 | CRN 19083 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1304 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Throughout time war has profoundly shaped the history of mankind reminding us of the fragility of our 

existence. In an attempt to make sense of this conflict, writers like Ernest Hemingway, Homer, and 

William Shakespeare, among others, have given us their interpretation of war as depicted in their 

works. Through the study of fiction, poetry, and drama this course will explore certain ways in which 

these authors have dealt with the theme of war in their respective time periods. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: A JOURNEY THROUGH THE ANTHROPOCENE | MAILYN 

ABREU TORIBIO 

LIT 2000-004 | CRN 14437 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 466 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Artists have long provided a means through which to experience the beautiful, disastrous, and complex 

relationships that humans share with the environment. In this class we will be exploring how literature 

is influenced by a time period’s perception of the environment in order to track and explore how we 

got to our current ecological epoch called the Anthropocene. For each work, we will ask ourselves: how 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
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does world-building influence or create our perceptions of nature, and how have humans affected 

climate and relationships with nature? Can literature lead us in finding out our responsibilities to the 

environment? We will read “classics” such as poetry by Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Charlotte Bronte’s 

famous novel Jane Eyre to see how nature was perceived in the long 18th century. We will also read 

Postcolonial works by Jean Rhys, Aime Cesaire, Jamaica Kincaid, and Ursula Le Guin as we investigate 

the concept of “world-making” in the context of climate disaster. We will consider alternative futures 

in which environmental collapse prefaces not merely ruin, but new ways of being in the world. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: FAILED LITERATURE AND LITERATURE OF FAILURE | 

NICHOLAS COLECIO 

LIT 2000-006 | CRN 14441 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1309 
 
LIT 2000-702 | CRN 19097 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

What makes a piece of art stand the test of time? In this course, we will strive to answer questions such 

as: Why do we value certain works of art over others? And why do some succeed while others fail? 

Inspired by the Museum of Bad Art and Jack Halberstam’s discussions on Queer Failure, this class will 

explore both art that fails to be considered “art” and art that captures failure. Examining depictions of 

failure in literature, poetry, art, film, music, and other various forms of media will help us create an 

archive of eccentricity, one that broadens our conception of both art and success across cultures. In 

these failures, where can we find success? Ultimately, what does it mean to succeed? 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: WOMEN & CRIME | MORGAN HUNTER 

LIT 2000-007 | CRN 14442 
Mondays & Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1402 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

In this literature course, Women and Crime, we will explore the complex intersections of gender, 

crime, monstrosity, and horror as portrayed in the works of writers like Agatha Christie, Roald Dahl, 

Louise Erdrich, Gillian Flynn, and Toni Morrison. Through novels, short stories, poems, films, and songs, 

we’ll examine how societal perceptions of horror, monstrosity, and criminality are shaped by gender, 

asking questions like: Who defines a monster? How are women represented as both victims and 

perpetrators in the horror genre? We’ll investigate how each author challenges or reinforces these 

ideas, and analyze the broader implications of their portrayals on our cultural understandings of fear, 

morality, and power. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE | MATTHEW EVANS 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
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LIT 2000-520 | CRN 19789 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course will introduce students to the three major literary forms of prose, poetry and drama as well 

as to various “schools” of literary criticism. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE | ELIZABETH RICKETTS-JONES, PHD 

LIT 2000-601 | CRN 16195 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF St. Petersburg Campus, DAV 267 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This course will cover a broad range of Irish writing through the genres of prose, poetry, and drama, 

including film and song lyrics. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE | TIFFANIE KELLEY 

LIT 2000-701 | CRN 14426 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

What if humans lost access to electricity? To technology?  

What if technology is more advanced than we realize?  

How do we survive as the world around us changes?  

In this course, you will read stories that address these questions. Course readings (novella, short 

stories, drama, poetry, and comics) fall under the umbrella term: speculative fiction. Speculative 

elements are based on conjecture and do not exist in the real world. You might find elements of the 

speculative in science fiction, fantasy, folklore, dystopia, utopia, or alternate history.  

Sometimes speculative fiction stories are called “what-if” books, because they (1) change the laws of 

what is real or possible as we know them in our current society, and (2) then speculate on the outcome 

(Master Class para. 2). The questions “What if this happened?” or “What if the world were this way?” 

often are foundational questions to speculative fiction. Genres such as science fiction, fantasy, horror, 

myth, etc. are useful for posing these questions (Manusos 13).". 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE | ZABRINA SHKURTI 

LIT 2000-705 | CRN 16853 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.merriam-webster.com%2Fdictionary%2Fumbrella&data=05%7C02%7Ckraval%40usf.edu%7C72d130aa819744a24afd08dd042e42ac%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638671318908109259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iOK5ylLJsr7sv6qzz3yo5ViRm%2FuYIS9o8LclJbSzdR4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.merriam-webster.com%2Fdictionary%2Fumbrella&data=05%7C02%7Ckraval%40usf.edu%7C72d130aa819744a24afd08dd042e42ac%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638671318908130496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lcjaKepEXn0tlrS7Gg2ebSyf8oorvX145tqMI8K1U78%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.masterclass.com%2Farticles%2Fwhat-is-speculative-fiction-defining-and-understanding-the-different-genres-of-speculative-fiction%23subgenres-of-speculative-fiction&data=05%7C02%7Ckraval%40usf.edu%7C72d130aa819744a24afd08dd042e42ac%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638671318908143048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FlWfySjhzUdHz42tEPkfPKxWaYO29uqqoveTUM7z16A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbookriot.com%2Fwhat-is-speculative-fiction%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckraval%40usf.edu%7C72d130aa819744a24afd08dd042e42ac%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638671318908155768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RpQ7Ar9aBZV18%2BJoKaiDB42Ivl0HmOrFZBCIRxg6ReU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbookriot.com%2Fwhat-is-speculative-fiction%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckraval%40usf.edu%7C72d130aa819744a24afd08dd042e42ac%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638671318908167756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W6XHEUHvEhHKMpEX49SXGaTdHaADrNr5ouPBtAUkEEo%3D&reserved=0
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
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This course will introduce students to the three major literary forms of prose, poetry and drama as well 

as to various “schools” of literary criticism. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000  

CULTURAL STUDIES & POP ARTS | JESSICA COOK, MA & PHD, EMILY JONES, MA & PHD, & 

MICHELLE TAYLOR, MA & PHD 

LIT 3301-002, 003, 004, 005, 0006| CRN 19192, 19196, 19197, 19198, 19193 
Mondays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, FAH 101 
Wednesdays 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, SOC 303 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Calling all mad women, heartbreak princes, and tortured poets! In this course, we’ll do a close and 

critical study of the current cultural phenomenon that is Taylor Swift. Often praised as one of the 

greatest songwriters, Swift takes her artistic heritage not just from other musicians but from major 

literary figures: William Shakespeare, Charlotte Bronte, Emily Dickinson, and more. Together, we’ll 

explore the cultural history behind Swift’s career, and we’ll interpret her lyrics as poetry, using a 

range of approaches. We’ll also consider Swift as a performer and self-marketer: how does she fashion 

herself as a writer, musician, and cultural icon through both art and public life? 

Catalog Listing: LIT 3301  

LITERATURE, RACE, & ETHNICITY | ALLISON DUQUE 

LIT 3353-001 | CRN 19286 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 254 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

While this course is primarily focused on Race and Ethnicity, it will also center around the concept of 

talking back. In so much of the literature that is assigned throughout our lives, we often only get one 

side of a story. And frequently, that side is the societally dominant side. In this class, we will explore 

the story from more marginalized perspectives and occasionally view the same story from more than 

one marginalized voice. This, of course, means that we will be examining literature from as many 

racial and ethnic sides as possible which include Black, Indigenous, Asian, South, and Central American, 

as well as white. We will seek to re-center our thinking about race and ethnicity to encompass multiple 

voices as we explore literature and some film from the distant past into the very modern present. 

Possible works include authors and creators such as Sherman Alexie, Langston Hughes, William 

Shakespeare, Spike Lee, Li-Young Lee, Walt Whitman, Alejandro Morales, and Toni Morrison. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 3353  

LITERATURE, RACE, & ETHNICITY | JULIE BUCKNER ARMSTRONG, PHD  

LIT 3353-601 | CRN 16196 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF St. Petersburg Campus, DAV 264 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90339
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92561
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Literature, Race, and Ethnicity explores the intersections of race, ethnicity, and diverse literary and 

other cultural texts. Students interpret how identities are formed in marginalized groups and engage in 

assignments involving ethics, empathy, and the Tampa Bay community. LIT 3353, a three-credit-hour 

course, satisfies the Cultural-Critical Studies requirement for the Literature concentration of the 

English major and the Ethical Reasoning and Civic Engagement (ERCE) requirement for General 

Education. Prerequisites: ENC 1101 and ENC 1102 with a minimum grade of C. 

Catalog Listing: LIT 3353  

BRITISH/AMERICAN LITERATURE BY WOMEN | NICOLE MUSSELMAN 

LIT 4386-001 | CRN 14599 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, SOC 160 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Transatlantic Concerns- This course will take a transatlantic approach to women’s literature. Students 

will examine texts that contain rich historical, racial, cultural, and socio-economic concerns between 

the United States, Europe, and Africa. Historical events, such as the Transatlantic slave trade and 

immigration to the US by European immigrants, would be the main focus. Texts may include, but are 

not limited to: 

British: 

Aphra Behn: Oroonoko: or, the Royal Slave (1688) 

Mary Prince: The History of Mary Prince: A West Indian Slave (1831) 

Charlotte Brontë: Jane Eyre (1847) 

Paul Gilroy: SELECTIONS FROM The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (1993)  

American: 

Eliza Potter: A Hairdresser’s Experience in High Life (1859) (Particularly Chapter 2: England) 

Frances Harper: SELECTIONS FROM WORK could include: “Free Labor” (1857), “The Two Offers” (1859) 

Harriet Jacobs: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861) 

Willa Cather:  My Ántonia (1918) 

Catalog Listing: LIT 2000  

PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL COMMUNICATIONS 

PROFESSIONAL WRITING | NATHAN JOHNSON, PHD 

ENC 3250-017 | CRN 15122 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 352 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92561
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90328
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Why does an email at a tech startup feel different from a memo in a law firm? What makes a 

presentation in a creative agency stand out from one in a healthcare organization? The answer is in the 

distinct norms and cultures of each organization. Through interactive lectures, case studies, and hands-

on projects, you will learn to analyze and engage in any organization more effectively, crafting 

messages that resonate with others. 

Catalog Listing: ENC 3250   

EXPOSITORY WRITING | IAN JOHN 

ENC 3310-004 | CRN 16409 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM  
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1309 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

ENC 3310 focuses on developing students’ expository writing skills, emphasizing clarity, coherence, and 

argumentation. Through a variety of writing assignments, students will learn to construct well-

organized essays that effectively communicate ideas and inform readers. Key topics include the writing 

process, audience analysis, research techniques, and the use of evidence to support claims. Students 

will engage in peer review and revision processes, fostering critical thinking and collaborative skills. By 

the end of the course, students will have produced a portfolio of polished expository essays that 

demonstrate their ability to articulate complex ideas clearly and persuasively. 

Catalog Listing: ENC 3310   

MULTIMODAL COMPOSITION | IAN JOHN 

ENC 3376-001 | CRN 19844 
Tuesdays, 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM 
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, BSN 1309 
Thursdays, 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

Are you a fan of video games? Digital art? Do you enjoy writing/composing digitally? Do you want to 

expand your skillset and learn how to compose in a digital medium? 

ENC 3376: Multimodal Composition is a hybrid three credit hour composition course that aims to teach 

how rhetoric and composition function in digitally mediated environments. In this course, you’ll work 

to transform a piece of existing writing, from a print form into a digital form that you want it to be in. 

Catalog listing: ENC 3376   

NEW MEDIA FOR TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION | NATHAN JOHNSON, PHD  

ENC 3416-001 | CRN 19095 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM  
Class Lecture | USF Tampa Campus, CPR 354 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

In this course we develop critical strategies for analyzing the way texts actively create, prohibit, and 

transform relationships within creative, civic, and professional environments. We will explore theories 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90288
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90289
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=92644
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of rhetoric that reveal how communities engage local, regional, and global contexts to effectively 

communicate and achieve their intentions. This course teaches techniques for writing effective prose 

through the process of workshopping, critiquing, and revising your writing alongside peers and the 

instructor. All assignments provide students with the writing skills necessary to create a final evidence-

based multi-modal digital text that will explore, through time-tested rhetorical strategies and 

concepts, your own place within a selected social environment. 

Catalog listing: ENC 3416  

PROFESSIONAL INTERNSHIP | MICHAEL SHUMAN, PHD  

ENC 4940-001 | CRN 15207 
ENC 4940-002 | CRN 19614 
Distance Learning 
 

SECTION DESCRIPTION 

This class consists of supervised professional work-and-learning experience under the direction of a 

University faculty member and an employee of a participating firm. Ten to 12 hours per week of 

student time is expected during a standard 16-week semester, while 13 to 16 hours per week is 

expected during a 10-week Summer C semester.  

Internships are available for all students in the Department of English or any other program in the 

School of the Humanities, including Communication, History, Humanities & Cultural Studies, 

Philosophy, Religious Studies, and World Languages.  

Enrollment is contingent upon the availability of suitable internship sponsors based upon the student’s 

academic and career goals. Students are placed according to specific academic and experiential 

qualifications, including GPA, courses taken, previous employment history, recommendations, and 

interviews with the Director of Internships and a representative of the prospective internship sponsor. 

This internship course may be repeated one time with approval of the internship coordinator and the 

department chair. 

Catalog listing: ENC 4940   

 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90291
https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=21&coid=90296

