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News from the Director 

Beatriz Padilla

ISLAC brings together research, knowledge, and service carried out by our faculty and
students, and offers academic programs such as a Master’s degree and graduate and
undergraduate certificates. ISLAC encourages and facilitates interdisciplinary research,
teaching, and the dissemination of knowledge to improve the understanding of Latin America,
the Caribbean and Latino/a/x histories, cultures and issues.  
ISLAC promotes a diverse learning environment, research agenda and community engagement,
underscoring Tampa’s unique, historical and cultural relationships with Latin America and the
Caribbean and Latino/a/x populations. 

We are in February but I still want to wish everyone a Happy 2023, full of hope.

Even if risking being biased because of my country of origin, the fact that Argentina won the
Soccer World Cup was very emotional, not only for all Argentineans, but for many other
Latin Americans and Latinos who supported the albiceleste Team, showing their solidarity
and sharing our happiness. Winning the cup brought joy to millions of Argentineans who are
going through difficult times, experiencing hyperinflation as they struggle to come out of the
health and economic crisis. In case you do not know much about it, Argentina is a large and
diverse country in terms of its people, geographies, climate and political views. For them,
getting the third star in the camiseta was a uniting moment, especially considering that the
country is, at present, very divided politically.

In Florida, we are experiencing a moment of uncertainty, so I would like to remind the ISLAC
community what our mission is.  

. 

To achieve its mission, ISLAC works together with university and community partners in: 
 

  1) Global interdisciplinary inquiry, research and teaching 
  2) Student success 
 3) Global and local community engagement 

I know that our ISLAC community embraces this mission and goals and continues to support
our work. Please feel free to reach out to me with ideas or if you want to support our
institute and students financially.

Please pay attention to our upcoming programming. In February, celebrating Black History
Month, we will be featuring Carnaval. In March, we will focus on Women's History Month.
Some upcoming events are co-sponsored with the Office of Multicultural Affairs and the
Institute for Russia, European and Eurasian Studies, and 
of course, the webinars with Salud Latina.

Stay tune!
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I S L A C  A B R O A D
Meet ing  of  Migra t ion  Spec ia l i s t s  a t  the

Univers i ty  of  Chi le

           On November  16 th ,  2022 ,  the  Chair  o f  Cátedra  on
Rac i sm and  Contemporary  Migra t ions  a t  the  Univers i ty  of
Chi le ,  Dr .  X imena  Poo ,  he ld  a  meet ing  wi th  some academics
inc luding  Dr .  Beatr iz  Padi l l a  ( ISLAC Direc tor ) ,  who i s  the  co-
cha ir  o f  the  In ternat iona l  Migra t ion  Sec t ion  of  the  Lat in
American  S tudies  Assoc ia t ion  (LASA) .  The  meet ing  took  p lace  a t
the  Univers i ty  of  Chi le ' s  Casa  Centra l  and  a imed a t  re f lec t ing
on the  context  and  f low of  migra t ions  in  the  cont inent .  X imena
Póo ,  sa id  the  meet ing  contr ibuted  to  an  in terd i sc ip l inary
dia logue  " to  know more  about  exper iences  of  research ,  ac t ion
and so l idar i ty  in  academic  spaces  across  the  Amer icas ,  and
explore  the  poss ib i l i t i e s  for  fu ture  common in i t i a t ives  wi th  Dr
Padi l l a ” .  
Dr  Padi l l a  added  tha t  " in  addi t ion  to  explore  fu ture
co l labora t ions ,  i t  i s  important  to  as sess  the  impact  tha t  our
research  can  have  on  pol icy-making  in  the  Lat in  Amer ican
space" .  Those  who a t tended  the  meet ing  expressed  hope  for
more  d i scuss ions  on  how to  change  the  s t igma regarding
migrants  and  migra t ion .

Dr. Ximena Poo,
Universidad de Chile

Dr. Padilla during the meeting with Cátedra
Racismo y Migraciones, Universidad de

Chile
I f  you  would  l ike  to  learn  more  about  th i s  meet ing ,  Check  out  th i s  l ink :

ht tps : / /www.uchi le . c l /not ic ias /200044/ca tedra-de-rac i smos-se-reune-con-representante-de- lasa   



The Cuban sandwich 
a  History in Layers

Yasmeen Armoush, one of the master's students in Latin
American, Caribbean & Latino Studies was present in this
book launch and learned about the rich  history of the
Cuban sandwich as described by Dr. Barbara Cruz, 
 Andrew Huse and Jeff Houck in their book. They
demonstrated how the Cuban sandwich has evolved over
time and elaborate "the controversy about which city,
Miami or Tampa, makes the best sandwich. In an
interview by Yasmeen Armoush with Dr. Cruz and Houck,
they mentioned how "the sandwich is emotional, it illicit
memories and has a lot of politics, history, and stories of
how people live their lives through the sandwich." This
book is an important reminder of how food is
representative of the culture and history of different
people. Congratulations to Dr Cruz, member of ISLAC
Faculty Advisory Board. You make us proud!! 

 

  

Facul ty  

Highl ights  



D r .  K i r a n  C .  J a y a r a m
 Publ i shed  in  the  Journa l  o f  La t in  Amer ican  and  Car ibbean

Anthropology
 USF  Ass i s tant  Professor ,  Dr .  K i ran  C .  Jayaram had
the  opportuni ty  to  he lp  as  Act ing  Edi tor- in-Chief

and  Gues t  Edi tor  for  the  Journa l  o f  La t in  Amer ican
and Car ibbean  Anthropology  dedica ted  to  the

Car ibbean .  
Dr .  J ayaram co-authored  the  in troduct ion  essay  and  a

s ing le-authored  ar t i c le  t i t l ed  “Aura l  Po l i t i c s  and
Hai t ian  Mobi le  Vendors  in  Santo  Domingo ,

Dominican  Republ ic ” .  The  journa l  can  be  accessed
through the  USF Library .  Check  i t  out !

D r .  E l i z a b e t h  H o r d g e - F r e e m a n
 Soc io log i s t s  for  Women in  Soc ie ty

 USF  Assoc ia te  Professor ,  Dr .  E l izabeth  Hordge-
Freeman was  a t  the  SWS  2023  SWS Winter

Meet ing ,   present ing  in  the  "Race  and
Genera t ions "  pane l ,  where  she  gave  h ighl ights

f rom her  recent  book ,  in  a  l ec ture  ent i t led
“Second–Class  Daughters :  Race ,  Gender ,  and  the

‘Af ter l i fe  of  S lavery ’  in  Braz i l . ”
  

D r .  A d r i a n a  N o v o a
 Publ i shed  in  the  Journa l  o f  Spor t  and  Soc ia l  I s sues

 

Dr Novoa  recent ly  publ i shed  an  ar t i c le  wi th  a  USF former  doctora l  s tudent
in  His tory .  Here  i s  the  re ference  and  l ink :  

Novoa ,  A . ,  &  Koch ,  R .  (2022) .  “Argent ina ’ s  Nat iona l  S ty le :  Maradona ,
Peronism,  and  Metaphys ica l  Footba l l . ”  J o u r n a l  o f  S p o r t  a n d  S o c i a l  I s s u e s

 
h t tps : / / journa l s . sagepub .com/doi/ 10 . 1 177/01937235221134607   

 
 
 
 

F a c u l t y  H i g h l i g h t s  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01937235221134607


F a c u l t y  S p o t l i g h t  D r .  M a d e l i n e  C á m a r a  
 Publ ica t ions  and  Future  Pro jec t s  a t  USF 

              Madeline Cámara Betancourt ,  Professor of Latin American literature

at the World Languages Department, is a leading scholar in the field of Cuban

Studies. She has published various books and editions: Cuban Women Writers:

Imagining a Matria (NY: Palgrave, 2008), La memoria hechizada (Barcelona:

Icaria, 2002) Cuba: The Ellusive Nation ( University of Gainesville, Florida,

2000) and Cuentos Cubanos Contemporáneos (Xalapa: Editorial Veracruzana,

1997) besides numerous articles and essays in national and international

journals. 

Her recent research focuses on the Spanish philosopher María Zambrano,
about whom she has published two anthologies: María Zambrano: Words for
the World (2011) and María Zambrano, between the Caribbean and the
Mediterranean (2015). A monographic about Zambrano’s legacy in Latin
America is her upcoming publication in the Transatlantic Studies Network, a
journal of the University of Málaga (UMA). With this institution, she has
developed collaborations under the umbrella of “Aula María Zambrano”,
which brings together the efforts of UMA and USF scholars who are devoted to
Zambrano’s studies as well as Transatlantic Studies. Presently, she is working
with UMA and ISLAC to forge a series of lectures and publications involving
our students. 
Cámara is  interested in bridging teaching and research,  thus her work in
progress  entit led “Contigo,  Gloria  Anzaldúa,”  is  a  hybrid essay that
includes notes  from classes ,  s tudents ’  opinions,  research,  and personal
experiences .
In addit ion,  Dr Cámara continues her work as  editor and l i terary crit ic ,  a
passion from her youth in Cuba,  and contributes  to Classic  Subversive,  a
l i terary magazine published in Tampa,  that  disseminates  the work of
Hispanic writers  and art ists  from our local  community.  Students  and
professors  are invited to publish under the section “Seminole/USF
Mailbox.”



 

Las t  November ,  Dr .  Beatr iz  Padi l l a  par t i c ipa ted  in  a  webinar
organized  by  the  Emigra t ion  Observatory  of  Por tuga l ,
focus ing  on  P o r t u g u e s e s  m i g r a t i o n s  t o  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  a n d
c i t i z e n s h i p ,  f ea tur ing  Braz i l ,  Argent ina  and  Venezue la  a s
main  des t ina t ion  countr ies ,  h igh l ight ing  the  importance  of
d iaspora  po l ic ies  to  protec t  c i t i zens  abroad .
 

In  January  2023 ,  Drs  Ar lene  Ca lvo  and  Beatr iz  Padi l l a  he ld  a
v iv id  conversa t ion  in  the  Sa lud  Lat ina  webinar ,  t a lk ing
about  M i g r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a s .  

Promot ing  co l labora t ions  be tween  ISLAC and  the  Col lege  of
Publ ic  Hea l th ,   Dr .  Padi l l a  par t i c ipa ted  in  a  S tudent  Mix  and
Mingle  wi th  facu l ty ,  on  January  24 ,  sponsored  by  T h e  L a t i n o
C a u c u s  f o r  P u b l i c  H e a l t h .  A t tendees  were  ab le  to  hear  about
professors '  research  exper iences ,  careers ,  and  serv ice .  S tay
tuned  for  fu ture  webinars !    

I S L A C  P a s t  E v e n t s   
Where  Globa l  and  Loca l  Meet



Show de Baile y Coronación -
Reyes del  Carnaval de

Barranquilla en la Bahía  de
Tampa

On the  5 th  of  February ,  fe l low master ’ s
s tudents  in  ISLAC,  Bárbara  De  Paula
and  Laure l  Lee  ce lebra ted  the  end  of
Yasmeen Armoush ’ s  re ign  as  L a  R e i n a

d e  C a r n a v a l  T a m p a  2 0 2 2 .  
The  ce lebra t ion  took  p lace  a t

Mamajuana  Cafe  where  a t tendees  had
the  opportuni ty  to  learn  about

Carniva l  t rad i t ions  f rom Barranqui l l a ,
Colombia  and  ce lebra te  i t s  r i ch  h i s tory

and future .  
 

Congratu la t ions  Yasmeen!
 
 

More  carnava l
ce lebra t ions  

to  come soon ,  wi th  the
par t ic ipa t ion  of  Tampa

Sis ter  Ci t ies ! ! !
 
 
 

Students

Spotlight 



Upcoming Events
Get ready to Celebrate

Carnaval at USF. The event is
co-sponsored by ISLAC & OMA,
and will take place on February

27th (6:00-8:00 p.m.) at the
Marshall Student Center, Room

3707. Stay tuned for more
information to come! 

Featuring Colombia & Puerto
Rico 

 

Conference  Organized  by  the  
 

I M / M I G R A N T  W E L L - B E I N G
R E S E A R C H  C E N T E R

 

February  17 ,  2023
9 :00 A .M.  –  5 :30  P .M.

Hi l ton  Bayfront  –  Rooms:  Grand
Centra l /Edge/Kenwood

333  1 s t  S t ree t  South
St .  Pe tersburg ,  FL  33701

https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/centers/iwrc/index.aspx


Upcoming Events
David E. Hoffman, Pulitzer prize winner author, will share insights from his books,
using examples from Russia, Nicaragua, China, Cuba, Venezuela, among others. 

 

His latest publication is "Give me liberty: the true story of Oswaldo Payá and his
daring quest for a free Cuba".



Study Abroad



Study Abroad



F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o u r  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  I S L A C  w e b p a g e
h t t p : / / i s l a c . u s f . e d u /

 
W e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  f a c u l t y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  e v e n t s  i n  o u r  n e x t

i s s u e .  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  L a u r e l  L e e ' s  e m a i l  w h i c h  i s  l i s t e d  b e l o w .  

I S L A C  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  T H E  S T U D Y  O F  L A T I N  A M E R I C A  A N D  T H E  C A R I B B E A N  
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
4202 EAST FOWLER AVENUE,  FAO 270  

TAMPA,  FL
HTTP:// ISLAC.USF .EDU 

I S L A C  -  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  T H E  S T U D Y
O F  L A T I N  A M E R I C A  A T  U S F

L A U R E L  L E E  
E M A I L : L A U R E L L @ U S F . E D U  

Fol low us  @ i s lac_usf  


