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News from the Director 

Beatriz Padilla

Dear ISLAC family and friends,

It is hard to believe that the Spring 2023 semester is almost over. I hope everyone had a great
semester. Before we are off for the summer, I would like to reiterate the key role that ISLAC
plays in USF and the Tampa Bay Area. ISLAC has had a long-time presence in the area and
through research, teaching and service aims at improving the understanding of Latin America,
the Caribbean and Latinos in the US. This certainly enhances our contribution to both, the
Tampa Bay Area and the State of Florida. 

I would like to share that last month, I participated in a conference in San Cristobal de Las
Casas, Chiapas (Mexico). It was a transformative experience where knowledge and expertise
was shared by peoples from different local or indigenous communities, mainly women. New
methodologies to building strong communities and collaborative practices were presented
and put to work, with amazing results. I also learned a lot about the diversity and inclusion that
can be practice from the bottom up, and how different indigenous groups are working with
each other. Upon my return, I shared with my students in my Racial and Ethnic Relations class,
more details about the different understanding of ethnicities and race that some of these
communities have. Some of the pictures I took are in the front page!

I want to share some of my ideas for next year. ISLAC expects to be a pivotal player in the long
road ahead, if USF moves forward to becoming a Hispanic Serving Institution. In the meantime,
ISLAC has been actively engaged in ALAS, the presidential Task Force "Advancing Latino
Access & Success" that president Law has created and in involved in the Status of Latinos
(SoL). 

ISLAC supports Latino/a/x students to be successful, thus next Fall will launch a pilot program,
partnering students and faculty members. If you are interested, please reach out to me.  ISLAC
will also hold in the Fall of 2023, a Research Symposium to showcase the research carried out
by our Faculty and students. Soon,  we will send a Call for Papers. Also, this summer ISLAC is
supporting junior faculty's research, if you have an idea, contact me.

I know that our ISLAC community support our goals and mission. If you want to contribute 
 financially to support our students or other current projects fostering teaching, research and
public service among USF faculty focusing on U.S. Latinos, the Caribbean and Latin America
you can access this link for giving:

       https://giving.usf.edu/online/gift/f/390750/a/0 

Feel free to reach out to me with ideas and suggestions. Stay tune!

Have a restful summer,
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" T w e e t  m e  t o  P r i s o n :  P r o t e s t ,  S o c i a l  M e d i a ,
F r e e  S p e e c h  a n d  A u t o c r a c y  T o d a y "

with  David  E .  Hoffman

 On February  21s t ,  2023,  the  Inst i tute  for  the  s tudy of  Lat in
America  & the  Car ibbean ( ISLAC) ,  the  Inst i tute  for  Russ ian ,
European,  and Euras ian Studies  ( IREES) ,  and the  Zimmerman
School  of  Advert i s ing  brought  David  E .  Hoffman to  the
Univers i ty  of  South Flor ida .  
 
Hoffman’s  presentat ion began with  a  s tory  about  a  g ir l  named
Danuta  Peredyna from Belarus .  She  was  arres ted for  repost ing  a
text  on Telegram that  cr i t ic ized Put in  and Lukashenko for  the
current  war  in  Ukraine .

After  making  th i s  repos t ,
Danuta  Peredyna  was  l a ter
p icked  up  by  pol ice  and
arres ted .  She  was  sentenced  to
6 .5  years  in  pr i son .  With  th i s
s tory ,  David  Hoffman le f t
s tudents ,  f acu l t ie s  and  v i s i tors
a l ike  shocked  by  the
manipula t ion  and  abuses  of
f reedom of  speech  conducted
by  the  Be larus  government .
Fo l lowing  the  s tory ,  Hoffman
asked  the  audience ,  “Could  you
imagine  th i s  happening  to  you?”
Hoffman reminds  us  a l l  tha t
there  are  po l i t i ca l  pr i soners
around the  wor ld ,  young
people ,  a lmost  ent i re ly  not
cr imina l s ,  who are  he ld  capt ive
for  jus t  demanding  the i r  r ights .

Guest Speakers 



C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  C a r n a v a l  
a t  U S F  




On February 27th, the Institute for the study of Latin America & the Caribbean
(ISLAC) and the Office of Multicultural Affairs hosted a Carnival event! The
event included dancing, traditional Latin American & Caribbean foods, and
talks regarding the history of Carnaval in Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Mexico, and Tampa.  

Yasmeen Armoush, a current Master's student in ISLAC and la Reina de
Carnival en Tampa 2022 spoke about the rich history of Carnaval in the Sister
Cities, Barranquilla and Tampa. Then, Alfred Goldberg spoke about the Tampa
Sister Cities Program and its meaningful impact in the community. 
The program continued with representatives from Sarasota - Merida Sister
Cities, Grisell Aleman and Michael Fehily, who spoke about Carnaval in Mérida,
Mexico, and study abroad opportunities in Mérida for USF students. Lastly,
Neudy Carolina Nuñez, the Director of the Office of Multicultural Affairs,
shared the history of Carnaval in the Dominican Republic.

The event had a wonderful turnout and it was a pleasure to share the
experience of Carnaval’s from different countries with the University of South
Florida students, professors, and community supporters. 
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Photos  taken  dur ing  the  event  wi th  MALACS s tudent :
Laure l  Lee ,  Yasmeen Armoush  and  Barbada  de  Paula  



 This documentary, directed by
Tamara Nemirovsky (ISLAC
Affiliate Faculty), follows four
individuals in Tampa, all of whom
have faced the daunting challenge
of recovering from substance
abuse through the COVID-19
pandemic. The premier was not
only sold out, but well received by
the audience who engaged in a
thoughtful discussion. 

"Second Chances" at the 
Gasparilla International Film Festival 

I S L A C  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

Direc tor  Padi l l a  and  Tamara  Nemirovsky  wi th  co l leagues
dur ing  the  fes t iva l ,  March  2023 .
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"Migration, Health, and Inequalities: Critical
Activist Research Across Ecuadorean Borders"

featuring Dr. Roberta Villalón 

Guest Speakers 

The University of South Florida had the
opportunity of hosting Dr. Roberta
Villalón on Tampa’s USF campus to
discuss her new book, “Migration, Health,
and Inequalities: Critical Activist Research
across Ecuadorean Borders”. Dr. Roberta
Villalón is a Fulbright Scholar, Professor
and Chairperson of the Sociology and
Anthropology Department at St. John’s
University in New York City. Students and
faculty had the opportunity to ask
questions following the presentation.

This interdisciplinary and transnational
study looked at the health and well-being
of Ecuadorians in relation with migration
in the United States, Spain, and Ecuador.
Dr. Villalón examine how social
inequalities, migration, and health policies
in the sending and receiving countries
impact the experience of migrants. This
book will be helpful in creating policy that
improves the health and well-being of
those associated with migration and lead to
improved equality and social justice for
migrants.

I S L A C  -  U S F  " I  B e l o n g  W e e k "
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Spanish Fair & Expo

 Mas ter ’ s  s tudents  f rom ISLAC,  Laure l
Lee  and  Barbara  Herrera  were  ab le  to
a t tend  the  Spanish  Fa i r  &  Expo .  They
great ly  en joyed  speak ing  wi th
prospect ive  s tudents  about  the  purpose
of  ISLAC and the  program opt ions
ava i lab le .  I t  was  exc i t ing  to  see
s tudents ’  in teres t  in  the  Wor ld
Language  program and hear  about  the
numerable  career  opportuni t ies  tha t
put  Spanish  language  sk i l l s  to  use .










Students
Spotlight 

I S L A C  -  U S F  " I  B e l o n g  W e e k "



Presenta t ion  of  Tamara  Nemirovsky ' s  Documentary

 " S e c o n d  C h a n c e s "
Students ,  f acu l ty ,  and  communi ty
supporters  had  the  opportuni ty  to  see
the  documentary ,  “Second Chances”
on  Apr i l  20th  a t  USF .

This  documentary shares  the  s tory of
four  employees  of  The Port ico Cafe ,
which supports  people  transi t ioning
out  of  homelessness ,  addict ion,  and
incarcerat ion,  providing them with
opportunit ies  for  job tra ining and
employment .   The unexpected
COVID-19 pandemic changed
Nemirovsky 's  or iginal  v is ion for  the
f i lm,  but  in  the  end she was  able  to
show the impact  i t  had on those  who
are  marginal ized in  society .  

Af ter  the  screening ,  there  was  a
d i scuss ion  wi th  the  Direc tor  and  a
par t i c ipant  f rom the  documentary
who answered  ques t ions  f rom the
audience .

Current ly  ISLAC i s  fundra i s ing  to
add  Spanish  subt i t le s  to  the
documentary ,  to   share  wi th  the
Spanish  speak ing  communi ty .  I f  you
wish ,  you  can  contr ibute  here :

ht tps : / /g iv ing .us f . edu/onl ine/g i f t
/ f /390750/  

F a c u l t y  H i g h l i g h t s  

I S L A C  -  U S F  " I  B e l o n g  W e e k "






I S L A C  P a s t  E v e n t s   
Where  Globa l  and  Loca l  Meet

On April 18th, 2023, Dr. Arlene Calvo (Salud Latina & College of Public Health),
Dr. Beatriz Padilla (ISLAC & Department of Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social
Sciences),  and Dr.  Roberta Villalón (St. John's University) participated in USF
"Global Health Conversation Series". The speakers shared their insights on
migrants' health inequalities. Dr. Roberta Villalón spoke about her research on
migrant health in the US, Ecuador, and Spain. Dr Padilla spoke about migrants'
access to health services at the local level (neighborhood) in the context of
superdiversity. 

If you would like to listen to the recording, it can be found on USF Health
International's Youtube page, under the title "Global Health Conversation Series
- Dr. Roberta Villalón and Dr. Beatriz Padilla".

Link: https://youtu.be/ZpYWwvVGHJQ  

USF Global Health Conversation Series with Dr.
Beatriz Padilla and Dr. Roberta Villalón

I S L A C  -  U S F  " I  B e l o n g  W e e k "
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F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o u r  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  I S L A C
w e b p a g e

h t t p : / / i s l a c . u s f . e d u /

W e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  f a c u l t y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  e v e n t s  i n  o u r
n e x t  i s s u e .  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  L a u r e l  L e e ' s  e m a i l  w h i c h  i s  l i s t e d  b e l o w .  

I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o n a t e  t o  I S L A C  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m
o r  r e s e a r c h ,  p l e a s e  d o  s o  i n  t h i s  p a g e

h t t p s : / / g i v i n g . u s f . e d u / o n l i n e / g i f t / f / 3 9 0 7 5 0 /

I S L A C  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  T H E  S T U D Y  O F  L A T I N  A M E R I C A  A N D  T H E  C A R I B B E A N  
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
4202 EAST FOWLER AVENUE,  FAO 270  

TAMPA,  FL
HTTP:// ISLAC.USF .EDU 

I S L A C  -  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  T H E  S T U D Y
O F  L A T I N  A M E R I C A  A T  U S F

L A U R E L  L E E  
E M A I L :  L A U R E L L @ U S F . E D U  

Fol low us  @ i s lac_usf  
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