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A SAFETY GUIDE

Finding the perfect apartment is a near impossibility. Price, space, facilities, roommate expectations and
landlords are only a few concerns. Safety and security are often forgotten and only emerge as a priority after the
lease is signed or, even worse, after you are a victim. The USF Police Department Crime Prevention Unit provides
this guide to assist you with making a more informed decision.

A quiet street with shade trees is not necessarily the best street to live on. The only way to evaluate a neighborhood is
to do your own research.

e Approach the immediate neighborhood or block from all directions in a one-mile radius. Check at night as well as during
the day. Notice how well lit the area is at night. Look at the condition of homes/buildings and watch for such things as the
presence of abandoned vehicles or trash not picked up. Disrepair signals a deteriorating area, ripe for crime. Look at how
much activity there is. What kind of people do you see? If there are gangs or youth loitering in the area, you may have a
cause for concern.

Knock on doors and introduce yourself to prospective neighbors. Ask if there are crime problems in the neighborhood. This
is a good way to size up the people who live there. If they won't even answer the door, they may be fearful.

Contact the police agency that serves the area where you intend to rent and inquire about specific crime rates. Ask the
person you are talking to if he/she would want to live in that area or have a relative live there.

The USF Off-Campus Housing Office (813-974-7613) may be able to assist you with locating off-campus housing to suit

I your needs I

Interview the landlord and ask:
e What security advantage is there over other apartments in the area?

e How many and what type of crimes have occurred in or near the area (murder, rape, armed robbery, burglary, theft)?
e What measures have been taken in the last two years to upgrade property security?

Is there an active Crime Watch Group? If so, what is the name and telephone number of the coordinator?

What type of exterior door and lock(s) does the apartment have?

Are there Security Guards on duty after dark?

Will the apartment be re-keyed before | move in?

Who-other than the occupant(s)—is authorized to have keys to the apartment.
Are there telephone jacks in each room?
Are there locks on all bedroom doors?

Are workout rooms or computer labs under camera surveillance or do they have combination locks for added security?

h------------------------------d

é f _ Contact the Dean of Students Office at (813) 974-6677

or visit us at ﬁ/USF Dean of Students.

UNIVERSITY of Information Provided by the University of South Florida,
SOUTH FLORIDA the Police Department, and the Crime Prevention Unit.
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Are all outside doors solid core or metal-clad in construction?
If hinges are on the outside, are the pins the non-removable type?
Do all outside doors have deadbolt locks?

Do sliding glass doors have screws in the frame that prevent the doors
from being lifted up and out of the tracks?

Do sliding glass doors have a secondary security device
(Charlie bar or dowl)?

A strike plate is found on the doorframe where the lock catches and it should
have an extended surface area. The strike plate itself should be embedded in
the door’s frame and 2 x 4 studs with 3-inch wood screws.

e Double Deadbolt — requires a key to operate it from both sides

e Single Deadbolt - requires a key on the exterior and thumb-turn on the
inside.

e The bolts in each of these shold have a 1-inch throw into the door jam.
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Solid wood or wood core — High Security
Metal-Clad — High Security
Hollow Core — Poor Security

Sliding Glass — Poor Security

Are all entrances well lighted?
Do lights turn on automatically at night?

Do they all work properly? Are they
protected or placed at a height that will
not allow the casual removal or bulbs?

Are the parking lots well illuminated?

LANDSCAPING: WHATTO LOOK FOR

Does the landscaping create “blind spots” which allow someone to stand

our crouch unobserved by your window? Shrubs or other plants around the
apartment should be trimmed back to allow for a clear view of all windows and
doors. These items should be kept less than 2 feet tall or below the lower edge
of your window.

FENCES AND PARKING AREAS: WHATTO LOOK FOR
e Do fences or gates block visibility of window, walkways, yard, entrances
or parking areas?

Do all parking spaces or carports have good lighting and allow for an
unobstructed view of the entire area?

SPECIAL SECURITY TIPS
e Engrave all property (TV, VCR, DVD player, laptop computer, camera, etc.).
Your driver's license number is a good choice.

e Use extra security when living in an apartment on the ground floor.

WHEN A CRIME DOES OCCUR...

Report it to the police and try not to disturb
anything. The emergency phone number
anywhere in Hillsborough Countis 9-1-1. You
may also dial this from any pay phone without
change. Other non-emergency police numbers
are listed below:

IN AN EMERGENCY OR DURING
IN-PROGRESS CRIMES DIAL 9-1-1
FROM ANY TELEPHONE!

OTHER IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

USF POLICE
(813) 974-2628

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
(813) 247-8000

TAMPA POLICE DEPARTMENT
(813) 231-6130

TEMPLE TERRACE POLICE DEPARTMENT
(813) 989-7110

AFTERYOU FIND AN APARTMENT...

Your residence can be as secure as you want it to be. If you have questions or concerns, ask! To enhance the security of an
apartment after you move in, call you local police or sheriff's departments and request that a security survey be conducted.

Remember: taking precautions will reduce the opportunity for crime, but it is impossible to guarantee that a crime will not occur.
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